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                  Staff Spotlight 
By Blake Cregg-Wedmore, ‘24 

   

As we open the 
2022-2023 school 
year with this first 
edition of the PFA 
newsletter, we’d 
like to extend a 
very warm 
welcome to Ms. 
Hough, the fifth 
and newest 
principal of High 
Tech High School!   
Ms. Hough earned 
her Bachelor of 
Science in 
mathematics at Rider University and later attended graduate 
school at Stevens Institute of Technology, earning her 
Masters of Science in mathematics and Masters of Arts in 
educational leadership. Born in Philadelphia, she moved to 
New Jersey at a young age and grew up in Morristown. As a 
student, she held a deep love for science and math, which 
inspired her to pursue a career in the field. Before becoming 
a teacher, she worked as a programming analyst for 
Lockheed Martin. While she enjoyed her work in industry, 
she missed interaction with young adults. So, she started 
working as a high school math teacher 
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Letter from Leadership  

Welcome Back!  

I am so glad to see all of the 
students back at school, no 
masks and interacting as they 
once did years ago. It really 
warms my heart to see all the 
smiling young faces. These last 
few years have really been quite 
a journey, but I believe our High 
Tech family has come through 
well. I have to thank the teachers 
and staff for doing a fantastic job 
keeping the bar high for the last 
two years and providing a great 
education for our children! 

The 2022-23 school year is off to 
a great start - the students are 
back to all-in person events, we 
are publishing our first PFA 
newsletter since June 2021, and 
we have a new principal that 
brings a fresh perspective to our 
school. I imagine the freshmen 
are settling into the routine of 
the school and in the senior 
households - all eyes are on 
college applications. 

At the PFA, we are busy 
restarting some things that were 
put on hold the last few years – 
we held our first Freshman 
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and ultimately decided to become a 
principal.  

            Ms. Hough learned about High Tech from a former 
colleague familiar with her math/science background. As an 
engineering-focused school, Ms. Hough felt High Tech 
would be a good fit. Working as the only administrator in a 
building has been an adjustment, but the transition has 
been a very pleasant experience overall, she reports. 
Support from High Tech students and staff, as well as fellow 
MCVSD administrators, has been much appreciated.  

Her favorite aspect of being a principal, in addition to 
managing the building and working on the curriculum, is 
interacting with students. For Ms. Hough, seeing all the 
projects on which students are working and how much fun 
they have both in and out of class is very fulfilling. As High 
Tech’s principal, she is committed to cultivating a rich 
learning environment and bringing new opportunities to 
students. “As strong as High Tech is, every year we can be 
working to get better,” she says. “We want to make sure that 
we’re always improving and making the experience here for 
students a positive one.” 

When Ms. Hough is not working, she enjoys going into New 
York City to see shows on Broadway and traveling with her 
family. 
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picnic since 2019 (which was a 
fantastic success thanks to all 
those involved!!) and we are 
planning for our first in person 
fundraiser since then as well. We 
will continue with virtual meetings 
which results in better attendance, 
but we may also explore a hybrid 
model. 

We have many volunteers helping 
us bring our community back 
together – a big thanks to all 
involved. We can always use more! 
Anyone who would like to join 
us in a committee or start a new 
one are welcome. Please reach 
out to the board or to me 
directly: amy.judd@hthspfa.org 

Thanks for reading and we look 
forward to a wonderful year full of 
learning, challenges, and most of 
all FUN! 

- Amy Judd, 
PFA Co-President 

Continued from page 1

PFA Membership 
It is never too late to join the PFA and be “in the know” at HTHS!  

We are almost at our goal of 100% participation, so don’t delay and join the PFA today!  
Visit hthspfa.org for more information. If joining the PFA is a financial hardship, grants are 

available for families that qualify - contact amy.judd@hthspfa.org confidentially:

Continued from page 1
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     College Admissions: 
“Let’s Talk College Admissions!” 

 

Date:  Sunday, December 4, 2022  
Time: 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm  
RSVP: Click here to RSVP and be eligible for our Virtual Door Prizes! 
 

Over the last few years, college admissions have been changing rapidly. What’s recommended, 
required, or preferred often varies from year-to-year, and now with COVID-19, the colleges seem 
to be adjusting their policies almost daily! Join Laurie Kopp Weingarten as she walks you through 
the current state of college admissions and updates you on how to increase your chances of 
acceptance during this unprecedented time. 

About Our Speaker: Laurie Kopp Weingarten, CEP 
 

Laurie Kopp Weingarten is a Certified Educational Planner and President of One-Stop College 
Counseling. She graduated with a BSE from The Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania, 
and received an MBA from Harvard Business School. 

Beginning with eighth graders, Laurie guides students through 
each stage of the college admissions process. She covers 
everything from high school course selection, standardized test 
choices, extra-curricular activity enhancement, volunteer work, 
summer jobs/internships, essay topic selection, resume guidance, 
interview preparation, creation of a balanced college list, early 
decision/early action strategies, and all other situations that arise 
during the high school years! She is passionate about helping 
students reach their full potential. 

Laurie visits colleges and universities regularly and speaks directly 
with admissions officers to remain up-to-date on current 
admissions practices. 

Awarded the CEP, Laurie is a professional member of the Independent Educational Consultants 
Association (IECA), and a member of HECA, NACAC, NJACAC and PACAC. She is also a proud 
member of the Character Collaborative. 

Laurie has two children who, in the time it takes to blink, suddenly became young adults. One 
graduated from Princeton (2018), and the other graduated from the University of Pennsylvania 
(2020). 

Laurie is regularly featured as a college admission expert in the news including the New York Times, 
the Wall Street Journal, Forbes, USA Today, Insider Higher Ed, and numerous other publications. 

To learn more about Laurie and her work please visit her website  http:/one-stopcc.com/  and her 
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/OneStopCollegeCounseling. 
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HTHS Happenings

This year, the HTHS Performing Arts Club’s fall play is The Greek 
Mythology Olympiaganza! It’s a zany, all-over-the-place, hilarious show 
cramming all of  Greek Mythology into a one-night-only performance!  Be 
sure to get tickets for the December 2nd production to see the students’ hard 
work come to life - it’s going to be epic! 

The school year is off to a great start with a variety of fun events! The SGA movie night, which showed a screening of “Minions,” was a 
hit. The junior class dominated spirit week, with themes including “Sports Day,” “Twin Day,” “Pajama Day,” and “Throwback Thursday!”  

The STEMinists club and NHS held High Tech’s annual Snacks With Scientist event, 
which provides an opportunity for middle school girls in Monmouth County to learn 
about STEM careers by connecting them with women working in those fields.  

Key Club enjoyed a day at Six Flags for the annual Fall Rally, kicking off a year of 
service! The ReconX Club also went on a field trip, traveling to the New Jersey School of 
Conservancy. Taught by former biology teacher Mr. Michael Roche, students collected 
invertebrate macroorganisms,  learned about radio telemetry, and practiced nature 
photography. 

On October 14th, the junior 
class held their Fall Fest, an afternoon full of activities like playing 
spikeball, singing karaoke, making s’mores, pieing, signing pumpkins, 
and trick-or-treating! Later in October, students enjoyed other festive 
events such as the Halloween dance and Halloween costume contest.  

But that’s not all! High Tech has even more exciting events lined up for the 2022-2023 school year, like the                                               
SGA Video Game Tournament, Senior Basketball Tournament, Frost Fest, and the Winter Ball!  

Snacks with Scientists

Fall Fest
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Annual Fund Drive: 

The generosity of our HTHS families is overwhelming, and we are nearing our goal of 
$20,000 to help fund academic enrichment. If you haven’t contributed yet, and are able, 
please go to hthspfa.org (or mail/deliver a check) and make your contribution today!

The HTHS Freshman Picnic is Back!   

It was so wonderful to bring back the tradition of welcoming the incoming freshman class with the HTHS Freshman Picnic 
this past August. The beautiful summer day at Thompson Park was well attended by over half of the new freshmen and 
their families.  

Everyone in attendance enjoyed great food, fun raffles, team building activities and the opportunity to purchase HTHS 
spirit wear. Most importantly, the new freshman, as well as, their families had the opportunity to meet each other.  In 
addition, they also had the opportunity to ask questions and play games with some of our finest HTHS upperclassmen 
and women who graciously volunteered their time.  

The HTHS PFA is once again looking forward to continue this tradition this coming June with the incoming class of 2027.  

Be on the lookout for ways to volunteer!   

By Kelly Nitka, PFA Freshman Picnic Chair

Notes from the PFA 
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